
ELECTION STATEMENT - Matthew Paton TEP 
 

Dear STEP Bahamas Members,   

For those of you who do not know me I am a counsel & attorney at the Bahamas Bar practising at 5 Stone 
Bahamas in Nassau. I am also a barrister at 5 Stone Buildings in Lincolns Inn, London. In recent years we 
have won the STEP, Chambers & Partners, and Legal 500 Private Client Set of the Year Awards. 

My practice encompasses drafting, advisory, and litigation in the areas of trusts and estates, related 
company law, insolvency, and civil fraud. Beyond the Bahamas and the UK, I have also advised and 
appeared in matters with a Bahamian nexus in Bermuda, BVI, Cayman, the Channel Islands, and the Privy 
Council. I am also regularly instructed to act as an expert on Bahamian law including in the UK, Cayman, 
Switzerland, and the US. As a result, I also have strong professional relationships in those jurisdictions.  

I regularly speak at STEP and other international private client conferences on the global developments in 
trust and estates law (with particular focus on The Bahamas). I have recently returned from speaking at 
STEP Caribbean (St Lucia) and the ALM Private Client Forum Americas (Mexico). Later this month I will be 
speaking to STEP BVI (BVI), and then the Global Elite Exchange and Transcontinental Trusts conference in 
Bermuda. I have also been invited to speak at the STEP Global Congress later this year on trust arbitration. 
These speaking engagements provide me with the continued opportunity to shine the spotlight on our 
jurisdiction and the pioneering legal framework that underpins its superior financial services offering.  

Through my work and those engagements, I have had the opportunity to build close relationships with 
the Officers/Chairs of other STEP branches, including Bermuda, BVI, Canada, Cayman, Miami, Mexico, 
NYC, UK, Italy, and STEP Global. These relationships have enabled me to gain valuable insight and 
understanding of the machinery and policies of STEP as an organisation, as well as the thought processes 
and initiatives being engaged by other STEP branches to strengthen and grow within those jurisdictions. 

If elected, I will draw on these experiences and relationships to maximise value for our Branch. 
Immediately I will focus on spearheading new fundraising initiatives to go to supporting our Student 
Members having greater access to STEP educational tools; increasing the frequency of networking events; 
and to introduce interactive workshops with local and visiting industry leaders. Internationally, I will serve 
as an ambassador for the Branch, building upon my existing relationships, and fostering new ones, with 
the goal of increasing our global presence and creating more opportunities abroad for all our members. 

STEP Bahamas, like the BSFB and AIBT, remains integral to the growth and success of our financial services 
industry. To be a Branch Officer is not only a privilege, but a significant responsibility. I hope you will give 
me the opportunity to take on that responsibility and to serve you and the wider jurisdiction. 

If you have any questions or wish to know more about my proposed plans and initiatives for the STEP 
Bahamas Branch, then please do feel free to email me at mpaton@5sblaw.com.  

Thank you for taking the time to read my statement. 
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